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Kovalev-Agnew Press Conference Quotes and Photos

  

Atlantic City, NJ: Today amidst all the press about a potential fight with Adonis Stevenson,
Sergey "Krusher" Kovalev (23-0-1, 21 KOs) faced the media and his opponent Cedric "L.O.W."
Agnew (26-0-0, 13 KOs) at Caesars to discuss the fight in front of them Saturday night at the
Ballroom at Boardwalk Hall and live on HBO Boxing After Dark.

  

  

Agnew & Kovalev 

  

Photo Credits: Rich Graessle/Main Events

  

Main Events' CEO Kathy Duva started things off reminiscing about her experiences at
Boardwalk Hall with the late great Arturo Gatti, "We are very pleased to be back here in Atlantic
City, NJ. The last time we were at Boardwalk Hall was seven years ago when Arturo Gatti last
fought at Boardwalk Hall against Alfonso Gomez. If these walls could talk... Now we have a fight
worthy of the house that Gatti built. Ken Condon is the reason that boxing is in Atlantic City and
it is wonderful to be here."
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Ken Condon, entertainment and sports consultant to Caesars AC said, "It is a pleasure to have
Kathy and Main Events back in Atlantic City. It brings back a lot of great memories. She
continues her commitment to Atlantic City boxing and so does Caesars. We are looking forward
to a great weekend in Atlantic City. We are looking forward to welcoming Sergey and Cedric to
Atlantic City. We have very few tickets left so I wouldn't wait until Saturday to try to get them
because they will probably be sold out by then. We look forward to creating a great relationship
with Sergey Kovalev and HBO going forward."

  

  

Krusher Kovalev 

  

Photo Credits: Rich Graessle/Main Events

  

Duva also addressed questions about why Kovalev is fighting on HBO. She said, "Sergey
Kovalev is fighting on HBO because it is the network of champions. HBO is the network that
built each and every legendary fighter in the last 30 years. In the United States during the last
30 years no superstar has been built on any other network. Sergey's plan is to become a
legend. That is why he is fighting on HBO."

  

Peter Nelson, director of programming, HBO Sports said, "We are very excited to have this
event on HBO. We are always pleased to be back in Atlantic City. Boardwalk Hall is the home of
many storied fights and Saturday we plan add another fight to that collection. These are the
types of fighters HBO loves. It isn't easy to find people who will step up and fight Sergey. This is
Sergey's debut on the network in a main event. We believe there is going to be a lot of action
which will lead to big things down the road."
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Kathy Duva said it is usually difficult to find opponents for Sergey but it was not difficult with
Cedric Agnew. She said, "On Saturday, Sergey will fight an undefeated fighter who asked for
this fight. Clearly he has a lot of courage. I have always respected a fighter with that attitude."

  

  

Cedric Agnew 

  

Photo Credits: Rich Graessle/Main Events

  

Cedric's promoter Malcolm Garrett of Garrett Promotions said, "We are ecstatic to be here. This
is a fight this kid wanted. This is a fight he plans to win. We are glad that everyone in the media,
and hopefully Kovalev, have overlooked him. I know Cedric can't wait for the fight to begin.
Cedric has trained hard and is the hardest working fighter I have ever worked with."

  

Cedric "L.O.W." Agnew said, "Everyone who knows me knows I am very quiet. I would like to
thank HBO for this opportunity and my team for helping me prepare for this fight. I am ready to
go out there and show the world what I am capable of. And show the naysayers what I am
capable of. There are always going to be naysayers out there and people who overlook me. I
say nothing to them and I will keep doing what I am doing. Saturday I need to fight smart and
always be the smartest fighter in the ring. Sergey is a pretty good fighter. He is a tough guy. He
is a world champion. He earned that spot. Come Saturday night I will earn mine."
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  Duva, Kovalev & Klimas   Photo Credits: Rich Graessle/Main Events  Kovalev's manager Egis Klimas reminisced about the path he took with Sergey to get here,"Sergey and I have been down a very long road and it wasn't easy. When Sergey came fromRussia he didn't speak a word of English. Our relationship is more than just manager-fighter. Heis like my son. I took him all over the country to get him any fight we could. At that time nobodywanted him. Then I brought him to Main Events and they took the opportunity. Since then wehave had a good relationship with Main Events. They did a very good job to get us here. This isour first main event on HBO. I wanted to thank Cedric's team for taking this opportunity. Iwanted to thank Sergey who trusted in me for all those years when I told him to be patient andthat one day we would get here. Finally we are here with Main Events on HBO in Atlantic City.Saturday night do not reach for the popcorn or go for a beer during this fight because you canmiss it."  

  Agnew & Kovalev   Photo Credits: Rich Graessle/Main Events  Krusher's trainer, John David Jackson, kept Sergey focused these last few months while hetrained for this fight. He said, "I want to thank everyone at Main Events, they are a first classcompany. It is great to be back here at Caesars. I appreciate all that they are doing for us. Thisis an intriguing fight. I take my hat off to Cedric for taking the fight because a lot of fighters talk abig game but when it comes down to it they don't want to fight Sergey. We are not overlookinghim at all. He is the present and we are not looking over him. We have to get passed him to getto the next phase in Sergey's career. Sergey has great boxing skills but we won't know if he willever get to use them. Sergey is one of the hardest working guys I have ever worked with. It is agreat night of boxing. Expect a great evening of boxing all around."  Sergey "Krusher" Kovalev said, "I am not a talker but I just want to say stay tuned and don'tmiss HBO Saturday night. I will try to make a good fight. Thank you to Cedric Agnew foragreeing to fight with me. Thank you to Kathy Duva and HBO. I don't have any predictions forthis fight. He is an undefeated guy and so am I. He has big motivation. He is on HBO and it is atitle fight. I am going to do my job. Short fights are the result of my job and my work in the gym. Iam only boxing. I go into the ring to show good boxing. I want to show the people what theywant to see in the ring from me."  When asked about the Adonis Stevenson situation, Sergey laughed and said, "I never go intothe ring thinking about someone else. I want to say good luck to Adonis is in his career butsomeday he will meet my punch. We will talk about it after the fight."  Finally, Duva discussed the undercard fights, "The undercard is loaded with tremendous fights ifyou can make it to Boardwalk Hall. We are going to have a group of fighters whose combinedrecords are: 91-11 (64 KOs) vs. 76-5 (42 KOs). I would also like to thank our sponsors CaesarsAC, Do AC and Khortitsia Vodka."  About March 29:  March 29 features the WBO Light Heavyweight World Title showdown between Sergey"Krusher" Kovalev (23-0-1, 21KOs) and Cedric Agnew (26-0-0, 13 KOs) from the Ballroom atBoardwalk Hall in Atlantic, City, NJ. The telecast will begin live on HBO Boxing After Dark at10:00 PM ET/PT with the Thomas Dulorme vs. Karim Mayfield co-feature. The event ispresented by Main Events in association with Caesars Atlantic City. Tickets are on sale nowthrough TicketMaster online at www.ticketmaster.com  or via phone (800) 736-1420 . Fans canalso contact Main Events for tickets at (973) 200-7050. Ticket prices are $26, $51, $77 and $152.  Doors will open at 6:30 PM ET. Undercard boutswill be announced shortly.  WATCH RELATED VIDEOS ON BOXINGCHANNEL.TV  Comment on this articleSkibbz says:Did anyone watch the presser live?  I think the only chance Agnew has is if he keeps it longrange, jabs and moves and hopes to open a cut on kovalev.. That's if he doesn't get kayoedbeforehand.. I think he'll try something similar to what Cleverly did with a fast start and try topush Kovalev on the back foot... But it won't happen. Kovalev will be right there in front of himhitting him with his right. Still going with Kovalev before 4!brownsugar says:After watching the little film available on Agnew,   I must say the kid has a beautiful stance.  it'sa stance that could be used to represent Websters dictionary's definition of Boxing,.. kneesslightly bent,  shoulders slightly hunched with his elbows tucked in with the hands a little in frontof his cheek bones.  Cedric also has good balance and looks to be a competent meat and potatoes grinder,... jab,right, hook,  repeat,   there is little else in his repertoire.    he fires his punches from theshoulder, pulls them back in position and will step appropriately to either close the distance orstep laterally to offset his opponents offense. Like I said.. good sound fundamentals.    However judging by the few rare vids I came across,   (even though Agnew has good balanceand a little pop).   he doesn't carry any high caliber ballistics in his arsenal.   Watching him hit aguy wearing either a red wife-beater or an amateur boxing singlet with half a dozen punchesbefore the ref called the fight doesn't bode well for Agnew having any one-punch knockoutpower.  But he's a good respectable showcase opponent,  I think he'll acquit himself well beforeKovalev resolves his defense in a manner that will excuse Agnew from receiving the same typeof ridicule directed at the former vice president of the same name.  Kovalev in 9.Skibbz says:9 rounds is a lot of time for Agnew to stay on his feet Bsuge. He's gonna get flustered when hesees no matter how tight he screws it the nail still won't pierce the block! I think Kovalev will takehim in 4, 6 at the most in my opinion.  He's hard to push on the back foot, and very hard to deter. Couple that with a nice right handand I think Agnew is gonna be in for a treat he didn't quite see coming.brownsugar says:[QUOTE=Skibbz;47261]9 rounds is a lot of time for Agnew to stay on his feet Bsuge. He'sgonna get flustered when he sees no matter how tight he screws it the nail still won't pierce theblock! I think Kovalev will take him in 4, 6 at the most in my opinion.     He's hard to push on the back foot, and very hard to deter. Couple that with a nice right handand I think Agnew is gonna be in for a treat he didn't quite see coming.[/QUOTE]    I wouldnt bet against you Skibbz.  Since we don't really know how good or bad Agnew is.  He could be blown out in 3 .  I think we both agree he won't see the final bell.  .Skibbz says:For sure, what's next for Kovalev I wonder..
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