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Andre Ward Closes Bay Area Training Camp in Preparation for Rodriguez Fight   

  

OAKLAND, CALIF. - November 11, 2013 - The long wait for WBA and Ring Magazine Super
Middleweight World Champion Andre Ward's (Oakland, Calif.) return to the ring is nearly over.
Ward and trainer Virgil Hunter will take part in their final Bay Area training session today at his
Hayward boxing gym before traveling south to Ontario, Calif., on Tuesday morning. The
consensus number two pound-for-pound fighter in the world will put his belts on the line in a
battle with undefeated contender  Edwin "La
Bomba" Rodriguez
on Saturday at the Citizens Business Bank Arena and live on HBO World Championship
Boxing®.

  

Saturday's bout marks Ward's first fight in 14 months following surgery to repair a right shoulder
injury that the 29-year-old boxer recently revealed he's had for over 15 years. Ward
exasperated the rotator cuff tear in preparation for a scheduled bout with Kelly Pavlik late last
year, and the injury required major surgery in January. After fighting through the injury for the
majority of his amateur and professional career, the Olympic champion is excited to finally
compete injury free. "An injury like this isn't something that you broadcast, but now we can talk
about it," Ward said. "It's definitely better than what it was. It's stronger. It's more powerful, and I
know everyone will see that."

  

Ward and Hunter have been hard at work at their Oakland area gym for the past two months in
preparation for his showdown with Rodriguez, an opponent the duo knows well. "We aren't
taking Edwin lightly. I have followed him for the last two years. I take this game very seriously,
not just in camp, but also when I'm away from the ring," Ward said. "I've watched Edwin. I know
his strengths and weaknesses. I've prepared to win this fight and dominate this fight."

  

With less than a week until his first bout of 2013, Ward is primed and ready to step back in to
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the ring. "I'm just excited, I'm hungry. I've prepared my mind and body for battle. We are just
days away. Don't miss it. It will be a great show. I have a hungry challenger, but I'm a hungry
champion and those are ingredients for a great fight," he said.

  

Ward-Rodriguez fight week will begin with open workouts for all of the fighters on Tuesday
afternoon in the Ontario, Calif., area.

  

Training Camp Photos Photo credit: Squint Foto   
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    About: "Ward vs. Rodriguez - The Return''    2004 U.S. Olympic gold medalist and WBA and Ring Magazine Super Middleweight WorldChampion Andre "S.O.G." Ward makes his highly anticipated return to the ring defending hisWBA and Ring Magazine Super Middleweight title against Edwin Rodriguez on Saturday,November 16 at the Citizens Business Bank Arena in Ontario, Calif. Following slightly morethan a year's absence from the ring due to injury, Ward (26-0, 13 KOs) will put his world titles onthe line against the undefeated Rodriguez (24-0, 16 KOs) in a scheduled 12-round WorldChampionship main event, which will be televised live on HBO World Championship Boxing®beginning at 10:00 p.m. ET/PT.  HBO's 2 Days: Andre Ward     Andre Ward - Edwin Rodriguez Fight Week Schedule     Andre Ward Talks About Fighting Edwin Rodriguez         WATCH RELATED VIDEOS ON BOXINGCHANNEL.TV     Comment on this article   
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ejG0J6gnZzZ3dyDm555Z8dLoV3L3lEgFhplnsR8eszD2O3bBb3Up0MHs4Bl9xxkcLmsjtwZpKdUdNto-qa703GzSOsBGLDz_1nhYDAy-XUjZ5fZ7YbTVSqroYTG4nneFKLx4EDv8QL0RKXQe3MWnBssOlXUy17Vm209ljdXoPHWDCHAXjxosl6KxHWi2seEKq0hz86IijGc=&amp;c=60PtpAa1zWki0mV8Kxc7KYRGyuIl5AYFPzWLOwxmnqTamLgjgFZsMw==&amp;ch=uTK0mdnXtPlFOD5oJ-d-fa2IeEnG-A9l3qNUDFJdGw1hQvVjY_KQsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ejG0J6gnZzZ3dyDm555Z8dLoV3L3lEgFhplnsR8eszD2O3bBb3Up0MHs4Bl9xxkcBp0xoAwwDJDIiDI_nlTTBWOKhkxIF69LniApN-Wp-xKk-ufMDl5vaaTCAMevfcFLyGUsL5je2zVY3sVSVBM-GojHvfRZIG2lqr54t-Hxhp74zKW4sxD2eNXKd9qK66iNz6j_bwjsQ-uyQdlEHy_D59TYSeVWsMt8nkgxtNLvi20HNDEDvsUv_Iq459c0wSCd2YvC-y7fOj40wAP3A30tfQ==&amp;c=60PtpAa1zWki0mV8Kxc7KYRGyuIl5AYFPzWLOwxmnqTamLgjgFZsMw==&amp;ch=uTK0mdnXtPlFOD5oJ-d-fa2IeEnG-A9l3qNUDFJdGw1hQvVjY_KQsQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ejG0J6gnZzZ3dyDm555Z8dLoV3L3lEgFhplnsR8eszD2O3bBb3Up0M0bcfhKd11iymkk6MmEwJwRdS2qlHXgKEg13IzGPq-z29-mBml1YH0hPLTGni2BARhdYZuQB0shHUTJobm8DZ2_C-xkydpcFVzmMvU3ZKZRAkT5iOeIpe-5yLRvIGPMyzDUzCtVBflGCTMb-Z_J8Fd1HGp7wy0LW5zgp3L_ExIY8Rsq9yK5nazzdAAx_HAEDlJfZ7OW1WAt&amp;c=60PtpAa1zWki0mV8Kxc7KYRGyuIl5AYFPzWLOwxmnqTamLgjgFZsMw==&amp;ch=uTK0mdnXtPlFOD5oJ-d-fa2IeEnG-A9l3qNUDFJdGw1hQvVjY_KQsQ==
http://www.boxingchannel.tv/search?q=andre+ward+edwin+rodriguez+
forums/newreply.php?do=newreply&amp;noquote=1&amp;p=39855

