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Terence Crawford took on Andrey Klimov in the HBO TV opener, prior to the Miguel
Cotto-Delvin Rodriguez main event, which unfolded Saturday night at the Amway Center in
Orlando, Florida. Crawford, a slick and smooth pugilist, used movement and hand speed to get
the better of Klimov (16-0 entering, with 8 KOs; from Russia), a come forward type, but truth be
told, this was a waste of airtime.

  

Think I'm just being harsh? Klimov's trainer told him after the seventh and eighth rounds he was
fighting like a "coward," and Crawford showed only rarely some of the skills which have made
him an HBO favorite. His talent grade was two steps above Klimov, but he played it safe, smart
and boring, and the viewers bore the brunt of that.

  

The judges gave Crawford the win, by scores of 100-90 times three, but why do I suspect that
he will need to fight off the premium nets for awhile, to earn himself another invitation?

  

Crawford (21-0 with 16 KOs entering) told viewers that in 2008, he went out in a car to shoot
dice and was shot in the head. He called it a "wakeup call." In the first round of the lightweight
attraction, the Nebraskan Crawford, popped the jab, and showed great foot movement. In the
second, he went lefty. The crowd booed a bit here, as Crawford is a cautious sort, not prone to
wreckless abandon. In the third, the still lefty Crawford showed a right jab as peppy as the left.
A left hook, maybe with a push, sent Klimov to the mat as the bell sounded.

  

In the fourth, Crawford heard boos again. You saw him rip two shots, and wonder why he didn't
do it again, press an advantage. In the fifth, and the sixth, Klimov lacked fire, or a clear
gameplan, beyond counting down the rounds. In the seventh, Crawford stepped up the work
rate. He ripped a few shots, and we hoped maybe he snapped into another gear. After the
eighth, trainer Shadeed Suluki, who used to work with Lamon Brewster, hammered Klimov,
telling him he was fighting in a cowardly fashion. They finished the dreary waltz with the fans
buzzing when they figured the final round was coming up.

      

Comment on this article

  Hop says:  

Not to compare Crawford with May & Rigo, but to whatever extent the criticism of the fighting
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styles of the latter two has validity, it has twice as much as it pertains to TC's most recent
outing. Here's the deal: People sometimes say that winning is the only thing that matters, but
IMO that's too simplistic. A boxer like Crawford (and others) is faced with the decision regarding
of [B][I]how[/I][/B] they are to win. Against Klimov he chose to win mostly (85%?) on superior
pot-shotting. The crowd wanted more, but mainly didn't get it. Interestingly, when TC would
finally relent and engage, he looked quite good, much the better, and like he would probably
dispatch with his foe via KO if he continued -- but he did not.

  The Shadow says:

Was it really bad? I didn't see it. I just read it was terrible. But yeah, if you're faced with an
inferior opponent, get him out of there or accept not being showcased.

 At least Rigo had a world class, P4P-ranked opponent that outweighed him by about 20
pounds. (I still think that was a masterpiece.) On all accounts, TC was facing an overmatched
guy. Dispose of him spectacularly.
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