
Bernstein Expects A Busy Bradley Against Marquez

Written by Kelsey McCarson
Monday, 07 October 2013 20:51

Hall of Fame broadcaster Al Bernstein will be hosting Boxing Channel’s coverage of Timothy
Bradley vs. Juan Manuel Marquez this week, and the ringside expert told TSS he expects to
see a busy version of Tim Bradley come fight night.

  

“I think it’s an interesting fight, and it’s going to be a good fight,” said Bernstein. “I think that Tim
Bradley feels he has something to prove. He found a little of his mojo in my opinion. He’s
become much more of a boxer-puncher and in all the right ways. He didn’t show it as much in
the [Ruslan] Provodnikov fight because of the layoff and because once he got hurt he had to
fight back and do what he did to squeak by in the fight. “

  

Bradley (above, in Chris Farina-Top Rank photo) was out on his feet during the first two rounds
of the barnburner against Provodnikov last March, but rallied to win a unanimous decision
victory. Bernstein believes Bradley will use his feet much better against Marquez.

  

“I think we’ll see Bradley able to control the space in the ring a bit better, and I think that’s why
this is such a compelling fight.”

  

Marquez is coming off a career-defining win. His sixth round knockout over archrival Manny
Pacquiao last December, his first win in four tries, has the legendary Mexican champion
contemplating retirement.

  

“Marquez has talked about this being his last fight which I think is an interesting subplot here.
Usually when people say that about a fight, they’re not as invested in that fight, even though
they want to be. Now in Marquez’s case, he such a warrior and has such pride that I don’t know
if that’s the case, but it might have some ramifications.”
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Bernstein told TSS he leans Bradley in the bout, but said experts are probably split down the
middle among the two.

  

“You could probably line up ten people, and you’d get five predictions for Marquez and five for
Bradley.”

  

Despite being 40 years old to Bradley’s 30, Bernstein said Marquez was still as dangerous as
ever.

  

“Marquez, even at this advanced age, still has the ability to pick the punches that matter and
throw them. We did see in the last fight with Pacquiao that combinations, and things like that,
kind of freeze Marquez a little bit more now that he’s a little older. And Pacquiao was doing well
in that fight, and looked like he was headed potentially to a win when he got hit with that right
hand.”

  

The right hand, of course, was the one that stole the show. Pacquiao was left face down in the
dirt while Marquez celebrated a picture perfect knockout win. So how can Bradley keep from
ending up like Pacquiao?

  

“Bradley will want to be the boxer-puncher in this fight, throw lots of combinations to try and
freeze Marquez.”

  

And Marquez?

  

“I think Marquez believes if Provodnikov can hurt Bradley, then he can as well.”

  

***
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Stay tuned to The Sweet Science  and Boxing Channel  for full coverage of #BradleyMarquez.
To order Al’s book, 30 Years, 30
Undeniable Truths about Boxing, Sports, and TV
go 
here
.

  

Related Videos   

      

WATCH RELATED VIDEOS ON BOXINGCHANNEL.TV   

  

Comment on this article   

  Radam G says:   

I'm with super-pugilistic talking-head Bernstein. Bradley is going to be busy as a Bambi with his
big ole doggs. And busy as a ram with his super-sized cranium. Hulkquez is going to be turtle
slow and will never adjust to Bradley's flow. So there will not be any Hulkquez's one-shot
punches while stepping on one of Bradley's boat-size doggy feet. 

 Bradley wins, but karma slaps the jive outta him, and the Sin City crooks that be give Hulkquez
a gift decision or a lift decision. And the Cali Cranium Crusher really wins this bout by Eight to
four rounds. Holla!

    amayseng says:   

I have been pondering this fight the last few weeks and the more I think about it the more I lean
towards JMM knocking Bradley out. 

 If the russian can land 789 punches on Bradley while concussing him 2x and knocking him
down 3, who is half the skill and wit of the superior craftsman JMM, then I can see JMM setting
up a counter shot for 5 rounds as Bradley is in and out before being caught, buzzed and then
being finished with a classic JMM combination. 

 I know styles make fights but if jmm can weather the storm of pac for 6 rounds then by God he
can weather it of feather fists Bradley...

    jzzy says:   
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Bradley is an ESPN caliber fighter, Marquez is an all time great with enough left to dispatch
 Bradley in the late rounds unless he runs like a thief.

    Carmine Cas says:   

Bradley would be wise to stick to the outside the whole fight, follow Pac's game plan feint in and
out and attack in angles; try to "freeze" Marquez.

 Marquez would be wise not come in as "Hulkquez" because that's what made him slow.
Marquez has to be himself, and learn from Provodnikov's mistakes; go to the body. Which I
think he will, setting up 4 or 5 punch combinations to the body and head. I think Marquez best
bet is to get Bradley into a fight where he can really hurt him.

 I am excited to see this one

    Radam G says:   

Bradley is going to run and ride like the 40 thieves of "A Thou$and and One Nights." He will not
dare fight Hulkquez as he fought the Siberian Rocky. Besides! As it is said: "You can run, but
you can't hide." So you have to slip and slide. And get on your ride. Fight for the prize, for not
the pride. Marquez is on dat syet heavy, so let his arse break like a storm-water levee. Holla!
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