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JOSEPH AGBEKO & ABNER MARES
MEDIA WORKOUT QUOTES
Also Undercard Fighters Eric Molina, Eric Morel & Angelo Santana,
Wednesday, Aug. 10, The Joint at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas
Telecast This Saturday, Aug. 13, Live on SHOWTIME® at 10 p.m. ET/PT;
Non-Televised Undercard Fights Start at 2:15 p.m. PT
LAS VEGAS (Aug. 10, 2011) – In an eagerly awaited matchup this Saturday, Aug. 13, Joseph
King Kong Agbeko will defend his International Boxing Federation (IBF) bantamweight title
against unbeaten World Boxing Council (WBC) Silver Bantamweight Champion Abner Mares in
The Bantamweight Tournament Final: Winner Takes All live on SHOWTIME (10 p.m. ET/PT,
delayed on the West Coast).
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The 12-round bout between between the New York-based Agbeko (28-2, 22 KOs) of Accra,
Ghana and the unbeaten Mares (21-0-1, 13 KOs) of Hawaiian Gardens, Calif., by way of
Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, will take place at The Joint at Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Las
Vegas, Nev.
Tickets, priced at $200, $100, $75, $50 and $25, along with a limited number of VIP suite seats
priced at $150, are available at the Hard Rock Hotel Box Office, all Ticketmaster locations,
online at www.Ticketmaster.com or by phone (800) 745-3000.
Doors open Saturday at 2 p.m. The first non-televised undercard fight begins at 2:15.
Agbeko, who will be making his fourth consecutive appearance on SHOWTIME, and Mares,
who’ll be making his third in a row on the network, were scheduled to meet last April 23, but the
fight was postponed when Agbeko was injured moments after his arrival at Los Angeles
International Airport for fight week. Doctors diagnosed the champion with sudden onset sciatica,
a back injury.
The boxers, along with three fighters on the undercard – Eric Molina, former World Champion
Eric Morel and Angelo Santana -- participated in a media workout today at the Hard Rock. On
Saturday, Molina (17-1, 13 KOs) and Warren Browning (14-1-1, 9 KOs) collide in a 12-rounder
for the vacant WBC United States heavyweight title, Morel (44-2, 22 KOs) meets Daniel
Quevedo in a 10-round bantamweight bout and Santana (10-0) takes on Ronald Hurley in a
nine-round super lightweight scrap.
The fight card is promoted by Don King Productions and Golden Boy Promotions and is
sponsored by Corona. For more information, visit www.donking.com or
www.goldenboypromotions.com, become a fan on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/GoldenBoyBoxing or follow the event on twitter at
www.twitter.com/GoldenBoyBoxing or www.twitter.com/abnermares00.
For information on SHOWTIME Sports Programming, including exclusive behind-the-scenes
video and photo galleries, complete telecast information and more, please go the new
SHOWTIME Sports website at http://sports.sho.com/.
What the fighters had to say Wednesday:
JOSEPH KING KONG AGBEKO
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“I feel good, actually, great and I’m very happy to be back and fighting. I was never afraid that I
would not fight again. I was surprised a thing like this could happen to me, but I knew in my
heart that my career was not going to end this way. I mostly felt very bad that our first fight could
not come off as scheduled.
“I have trained for nine weeks and my camp was excellent. At no point did I feel weak and now
it is all behind my and I am focusing on Mares.
“There is no way I am going to lose this fight. I don’t watch a lot of tape on my future opponents
and I have only seen a few rounds of Mares’ fight against Yhonny Perez, but I know he is a very
good, fast, aggressive fighter with a big future in this sport.
“I have prepared for everything he brings. He may be the one running in this fight.
“I have dedicated this fight to my youngest child, Keira, who turns five six days after the fight.
My motivation comes from both my kids.
“I am the only champion in boxing now from Ghana and I plan to continue to carry the torch
from Azumah Nelson. Whether you are watching in the arena or on SHOWTIME, it is going to
be a great, great fight on Saturday. The winner deserves to be recognized as the No. 1
bantamweight in the world.’’
ABNER MARES
“Naturally, it was difficult for me when our fight was cancelled, but eventually I got over it. I took
a few weeks off and then was back in the gym. My camp was different this time around. We
changed it up, first when I was in Mexico and then when I was in Santa Fe Springs (Calif.), just
so I wouldn’t get stale.
“Actually, this camp went by fast and now my training’s done. I’m in great shape and very
excited about fighting on Saturday. I’m totally focused and ready to explode.
“I look at this as my hardest fight, but winning the IBF belt and the SHOWTIME tourney on one
night is something that can really set my career in motion. There are lots of opportunities for the
winner after Saturday.
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“I definitely believe the winner of this tournament should be called the top bantamweight in the
world. To be the best, you have to fight the best and that’s what we have done. Other guys were
invited to participate, but declined. That’s their business, but I’m sure I’ll be fighting one of them
at some point.
“A chance to become the first homegrown Golden Boy world champion is very exciting to me. I
definitely would like to be the first, but I don’t feel any nervous pressure.
“I’m really grateful for everyone involved in making this fight happen and for this tournament.
Everyone knows that boxing’s little guys make the best fights. Fans are in for a real treat on
Saturday.’’
ANGELO SANTANA
“This is my first fight since December and my first at 140 pounds. I am very excited to be getting
back in the ring again. It doesn’t matter against whom. I’m also excited about fighting in Las
Vegas again.
“It took me 12 times before I made it to the United States from Cuba, but I knew I was never
going to give up on that dream no matter the consequences. I’ve been here about four years.
“My goal Saturday is to win and then fight as often as I can. If I have to continue to fight at 140
to stay busy, I will. Whenever I get the call, you can bet I’ll be ready.”
ERIC MOREL “I’m calling out all the big names at 118 pounds. They all know what time it is.
My goal is win another world title, which would make me a three-time champion.
“I feel if I continue to win, my chance will come, but I understand that it’s not just winning that
matters, but how you win, and I hope to be impressive Saturday night.
“I’ve trained very hard and there is no way I am taking an opponent lightly. There is too much at
stake. Of course, I would love to fight the winner of Agbeko-Mares.’’
ERIC MOLINA
“I want to become the first Mexican-American heavyweight champion. I lost my pro debut but
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have won 17 in a row since.
“I think my trainer, Al Bonanni, would like me to show a little more killer instinct. Being a college
graduate he thinks I’m too nice a guy in the ring.
“I’ve been training really hard and I’m really looking forward to a good performance.’’

Comment on this article
the Roast says:
I'm pulling for Mares. His story is compelling and rich. I need a good fight. I dont care who wins
as long as its good!!
Real Talk says:
I think King Kong Agbeko has too much boxing skills for this young lion. Let's hope he doesn't
come down with a case of the Clottey come up small in big fights looking like he took dive
moneyitus. Dueces
riverside says:
I'm with the Roast, I don't care who win! just need a good show. It's got all the tools for a
competive fight, I can't see either fighter backing down, or dancing all night, should be a
slugfest..
Radam G says:
Ditto the Roast and on the waterfront -- I mean riverside. Holla!
Shoulder Roll Defense says:
Is the mob back in boxing lol? That ref should be stripped of his license! Agbeko was hit with
about 20 low blows throughout the fight. Mares won the early rounds, but Agbeko came on late.
If the ref had done his job, Mares would have had a point deducted and possibly had been
disqualified if he had continued to punch below the belt. This was a black eye for boxing and
there will probably be a IBF mandated rematch! On another note, neither fighter should be
allowed anywhere near Nonito Donaire. Mares got hit with too many right hands from Agbeko,
therefore imagine what would happen to him against "the Filipino Flash."
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